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An interpretation of the characters of the Chinese Dawenkou culture from the historical and cultural

perspective of the Yi nationality
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[ Abstract] There was a time and space frame of mutual communication, association and blending between the
Yi ancestors and the Dongyi people, so using the ancient Yi characters to interpret the characters of Dawenkou culture
is a new way to explore the Dawenkou culture. By comparing the 11 characters on the Zun with big mouth, ivory comb
and tortoise carapace unearthed from the Dawenkou cultural site with the ancient Yi characters in southeast Yunnan, the
carved literal symbols themselves can be explained satisfactorily, and the relationship between the carved literal symbols
and their carriers can be explained reasonably. The interpretation proves that the " carved literal symbols " of Dawenkou
culture has been recognized and inherited by people in this cultural area, indicating that these "characters" have been
comparative maturity and standardized.
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