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An acoustic-based approach to the Chinese EFL learners’ acquisition of pitch prominence

Zhijun Wang®, Zhigui Tan
Shanghai Customs University, Shanghai

[ Abstract] One of the greatest difficulties Chinese students face in learning English intonation is the variation in pitch
levels. Traditional demonstration-based teaching methods are not very effective. We have attempted to employ an acoustics-
based teaching approach, which involves showing students the pitch contours of native speakers reading a particular sentence.
This allows students to clearly understand how high or low the pitch should be for each syllable. They then engage in repeated
imitation, comparison, and correction, which has yielded good teaching results. This paper specifically introduces our practice
and outcomes of implementing pitch prominence teaching based on acoustics analysis.
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