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A discussion of the scientificity and appropriateness of China’s standards of English language ability with

professor Cai Jigang
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[ Abstract] Based on the Communicative Language Competence Model, China’s Standards of English Language
Ability (CSE) aims to provide a theoretical framework for English teaching, learning and assessment in China. However,
Professor Cai Jigang expresses his doubt about the CSE for two reasons. To be specific, CSE is too comprehensive to be
achievable and it is decontextualized so that it failed to cater to the students’ needs in their disciplinary studies. In view of
Professor Cai’s misinterpretation of CSE, we make an overall and in-depth analysis of CSE. We hope that many teachers and
students can deepen their understanding of CSE, make full use of it and put its reference potential into full play through our
analysis.
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