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Digital divide, social capital and access to higher education--Based on CFPS database
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South China University of Technology, Guangzhou, Guangdong

[ Abstract] At the stage of popularization of higher education, the equity of education is gradually changing from the
quantitative level to the quality level. China is a typical human relationship society, and social capital has an important impact
on individuals' access to high-quality educational resources. The digital divide refers to the gap in the opportunity and ability
of individuals to use digital information technology in various activities. In the digital age, the digital divide has become an
important factor to solidify and expand education inequality, and the embedding of the Internet has provided new technological
empowerment for the accumulation of social capital. Based on the data of China Household tracking survey (CFPS) in 2020,
this paper constructs a least square regression model to explore the impact mechanism of the digital divide on the acquisition
of higher education, and uses the stepwise regression method to test the mediating effect of social capital between the two.
The results show that the digital divide has a significant negative impact on the acquisition of individual higher education, in
which social capital plays a significant intermediary role. This means that the popularization and application of digital
technology still need to be continuously strengthened in the future. Individuals can accumulate social capital with the help of
digital information technology, and then to a certain extent, increase the access to higher education resources and reduce
structural constraints.
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