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A study on the Genitive-Accusative case in Eastern Yugur Language

Chunlin Lu

Baotou Teachers’ College, Baotou, Inner Mongolia

[ Abstract] This paper investigates the genitive-accusative case features of nouns in Eastern Yugur and their distinctive
characteristics within the Mongolic language family. Eastern Yugur exhibits a unique syncretic case form, combining the
separate genitive and accusative cases of Classical Mongolian into a single morphological unit, marked by the suffixes - i:n,-
n, and -9, which simultaneously encode possessive and accusative functions. Through comparative analysis with other
Mongolic languages (e.g. Dagur and Dongxiang), this study explores the potential origins of this syncretism, suggesting it
may result from either the divergence or convergence of case markers in Proto-Mongolic, while also examining the formal
correspondences between these suffixes and the genitive/accusative markers in Mongolian. Semantically, the genitive-
accusative case expresses a range of meanings, including possession, part-whole relations, material composition, temporal
attributes, and locative-temporal concepts. Syntactically, it serves dual functions as both a nominal modifier and a direct object.
The phenomenon of “omission” is analyzed as a case alternation, where the absence of overt marking allows nominative
or other case forms to convey equivalent semantic roles. Adopting a structuralist framework, this study establishes the
morphosyntactic independence of the genitive-accusative case and, through this analysis, contributes new typological
perspectives to the study of case system evolution in the Altaic language family.
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