IARAL R 220 5 2025 4R 5 5 4 1)

Modern Social Science Research https://ssr.oajrc.org/

REEEMSEARAS AN R SHR—LURIIH A6

= A, MER, AHIFR
KRAHRKRFEFHERFFRE HILXR

[FE] A RXARLERA SR LA FHTT, AU BNBUSH AN N EKZRAREATE, SiTF
RRIT 5 he AT IERAL DL BUE SR AR IR FIMERN EFHATE, EALMB KRR AR i
Ak, AMXFFRRET FGOREEM. AVRINT AP, 2 AL ET EAAREABARBDRHTHE
LR FiF ik, LA EBE S, SATE RN LA R BUE A AR AL . AP AL, FH TR
ERENRARBARFERERZE, SIMERLEINR . EHNRFEREEABRAASRERAFLEEFER, BF
HETARMBBE Ak, BARRILA B RA, BR AR, ARMHF A RAFALRINT ERG.
AT, METRENAASERAEN “WEasS” B, BT oEd3uwgHaAN, SRBEI4M. REE
R E B AR S5 AR FIFIERARMEBUEESEN, YR ELATREHAA, LARLSALHEANER RS
WARZRET ERBFEF,

[XHEIR) AL amel; RE; BushEh, fabE

[YisHEAY 2025 %3 A 15 8 [HFIEHEAY 2025 %4 A 158 [DOI] 10.12208/j.55r.20250130

Party-building in enhancing political legitimacy of social organizations: Empirical observations and research

from Shenzhen

Li Li, Meisheng Ke, Shiyuan Lin

Wuhan University of Science and Technology, Wuhan, Hubei

[ Abstract] In the context of national modernization and social governance innovation, the political legitimacy of social
organizations has emerged as a critical determinant for their sustainable development within China’s unique institutional
framework. Despite its theoretical and practical significance, the mechanisms through which Party-building initiatives enhance
such legitimacy remain underexplored. Focusing on Shenzhen—a pilot city for comprehensive reform—this study employs
case study methodology to analyze representative social organizations via longitudinal observation, in-depth interviews, and
policy document analysis. Findings reveal that Shenzhen’s institutional design has systematically strengthened political
legitimacy through four synergistic dimensions: (1) institutional safeguards manifested in integrated registration-Party
organization establishment mechanisms; (2) ideological alignment via innovative collaborative governance frameworks; (3)
strategic synergy linking organizational capacities to national development priorities; and (4) social credibility enhancement
through publicly recognized Party-branded initiatives. These practices collectively form a "four-dimensional integration
model," demonstrating how institutional embeddedness, value cultivation, strategic coordination, and credibility co-
construction dynamically reinforce political legitimacy. This research not only enriches organizational legitimacy theory by
introducing context-specific mechanisms rooted in China’s governance paradigm but also provides actionable insights for
aligning social organizations with state governance systems under Party leadership. The proposed framework advances
scholarly discourse while offering pragmatic pathways for enhancing social organizations’ role in achieving Chinese-style
modernization goals.
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