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[ Abstract] In response to the call for transitioning from “community participation” to “community empowerment,”
research on community tourism empowerment has consistently been a significant focus. Various models of tourism
empowerment have also gained widespread attention in China’s tourism practices. Utilizing CiteSpace software, this study
analyzes the knowledge mapping of 247 articles related to “tourism empowerment” published in the CNKI database from
2008 to 2024. The study identifies the research hotspots and development trends of domestic tourism empowerment and, based
on these findings, examines the main research themes in China. The results show the following: (1) Regional university
collaboration networks constitute the main contributors to China’s tourism empowerment research, with stable core-author
networks playing a dominant role in author collaboration. (2) Domestic tourism empowerment research has evolved through
three main stages: the construction of a theoretical foundation, research expansion, and the internalization of sinicization. The
research hotspots demonstrate a pronounced policy orientation. (3) Two primary threads—scientific rigor and sinicization—
consistently run through China’s tourism empowerment research, intertwining and advancing in parallel.
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