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Analysis of the function of the play within a play structure in David henry Hwang's ""M. Butterfly"

Xueqian Zhang, Haoyang Mi"
Chengdu University, Chengdu, Sichuan

[ Abstract]David Henry Hwang's play "M. Butterfly" has long been regarded as a classic text that subverts Orientalism.
Under the postmodernist perspective, discussions have been held around it concerning gender and culture, ethnicity and nation,
identity and recognition. As a dramatic masterpiece, its own dramatic creation techniques are often overlooked. This paper

intends to analyze the effect of the "play within a play" structure in "M. Butterfly" from three aspects: alienation effect,

character shaping, and identity recognition.
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