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Conception of heterotopia

Analysis of The Gift of the Dark Earth Mother from the perspective of novel poetics

Jing Liu", Zhihao Xiong
Wenhua College, Department of Chinese Language and Literature, Wuhan, Hubei

[ Abstract] In The Gift of the Dark Earth Mother, Can Xue employs a theme-centered approach, encoding the existence
of complex characters through keyword summarization and revealing character transformations through changes in these
keywords. Through repetitive narrative poetics, she unveils the deep, authentic commonalities between different characters to
reinforce the theme. Can Xue, through her theory of novelistic poetics, applies a de-historicized abstraction to the specific
symbols throughout the text, thereby creating a new poetic space of "literary mythology" as heterotopia. Regarding the work's
temporality, Can Xue employs metaphysical expression to obscure experiential chronology (concealing consciousness of the
past), highlighting her own future-oriented temporal philosophy that emphasizes possibility. Can Xue crystallizes her poetics
into performance, exploring the future direction of the novel through performative functions. This philosophical experimental
fiction may well represent a new mode of future novel writing.

[ Keywords] Can Xue; The Gift of the Dark Earth Mother; The poetics of novels; The narrative of keywords; The
philosophy of time
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