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English education and employment an investigation of their history [Before 1862]
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[ Abstract] This paper discusses the widespread anxiety about the subject survival, the reduction of grades and
classes, the time consuming and inefficient, and the lack of practicability in English education. It contrasts the role of
English education in general and vocational education, and reviews the historical development of English education in
China since 1620. It includes the period of No-Written-English-Material (vocational education for trade), the period of
Cantonese calligraphy (the education of the Thirteen-Hong in Canton, which focuses on trade), the period of Cantonese
English calligraphy (incorporating elements of general education and focusing on culture and trade), and the period of
multi-language calligraphy (the parallel development of general education and vocational education and the rise of
missionary schools). It is found that English education originates from vocational education, and the combination of
learning and application effectively avoids the contradiction between current English learning and employment. Based on
this, this paper proposes that English education should incorporate more vocational education elements to solve the
employment difficulties and uselessness caused by the separation of learning and application.
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