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A study on the dynamic image of china in german mainstream media's reports from 1991 to 2022

—Taking Der Spiegel, Die Zeit, and Die Welt as examples

Shangke Gu
School of Foreign Languages, Henan University, Kaifeng, Henan

[ Abstract] With the rise and development of China, it is playing an increasingly important role in international
affairs. However, foreign mainstream media have been extremely detrimental to the shaping of China's international
image. This article focuses on the mainstream media in Germany and analyzes the dynamics of the reports on China
by Der Spiegel, Die Zeit, and Die Welt during the period from 1991 to 2022. Through research, it is found that German
media during this period showed significant differences in their reports on China at different stages. In the initial
stage, the image of China was relatively simple and biased, and in the process of continuous development, it began
to move towards diversification and complexity. This change is driven by both internal and external factors. China
itself is developing rapidly, and the international situation is also changing rapidly. In addition, factors such as the
political, economic, and cultural development within Germany have prompted the reports on China's image by
German mainstream media to also present a dynamic evolution.
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