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Empirical study on the dissemination effect of "citizen science communicators' - taking Zhihu's "genetically

modified topic" as an example

Jin Li
School of Journalism and Communication, Chongqing Normal University, Chongging

[ Abstract] The technological empowerment in the digital media era has enabled citizens to participate in scientific
communication as disseminators, breaking the previous situation of scientists leading scientific communication and bringing
many possibilities for scientific communication in the digital media era. In previous research on science communicators, most
studies focused on communicators who identify as scientists, with less research on citizen science communicators. Therefore,
this study aims to investigate the communication effects generated by citizen science communicators as a new force in science
communication. This study adopts the research method of computer text mining to study 704 high-quality answers under the
topic of genetically modified organisms on the Zhihu platform, and measures their dissemination effect. The research results
show that citizen science communicators play a positive role in science communication. How to further leverage the role of
citizen science communicators and link them with scientist science communicators has become a topic that needs to be
explored in the future.
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