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Women's agency in ‘The Scholars': A narrative analysis of marriage relations and Self-Determination

Danni Li

Yunnan University for Nationalities, Kunming, Yunnan

[ Abstract] This article focuses on the female characters in “Scholars”(Rulin Waishi), systematically examining the
survival strategies of women within the framework of feudal marriage. By analyzing six female characters from different
social strata in the novel, the study reveals their wisdom and resilience under gender oppression. Whether pursuing identity
recognition in marriage, hoping for fame and fortune, or seeking independent freedom, the choices and actions of these women
under traditional ethical constraints not only reflect their pursuit of self-worth but also reveal the deep-seated gender relations

in traditional society. Their life trajectories are not just portraits of individual survival states, but microcosms of women's

conditions in a specific historical context.
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